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the rue Montholon, it intersects the rue Saint-Lazare and the rue de la Pepiuiere. It is in the centre of that part of Paris which is called the right bank, and will always be the region of the boulevards and theatres. It is also the upper banking quarter.
My letter must go to-morrow if I want the " Taii-crede " to take it. '' Les Petites Miseres de la Vie conju-gale" is finished. To-morrow I begin the last folio (sixteen pages) that remains to do on LA COMEDIE HUMAINE ; then all will have been delivered to Chlen-dowski. I expect to finish the novel for Souverain by the 20th or 25th of December. Then I need three months for the seven volumes of " Les Paysans; " that will bring me to March 15. My mother's affairs will take some time, as well as the clearing up of my liquidation accounts. I do wish, you see, not to leave any business behind me in quitting Paris for perhaps eighteen mouths ; and when I return it must be to my own home. I have promised you that, and I will no longer deceive myself by thinking that I can do the impossible.
I see with grief that I shall, apparently, have to sacrifice Florence and Rome to the work and the business that will secure, as you say, the repose and safety of my future. To spend immense sums in going to see you for only eight days, and returning to find suits and worries of all kinds is senseless! I must have, as you say, the courage to spare myself these mistaken calculations and these bootless sorrows. I shall try to go to Rome for Holy Week, for I shall then be so weary I shall need some distraction; but if by sacrificing that happiness I should obtain your satisfecit and what you call a " position worthy of me," I should not hesitate. Will you, at last, approve of me a little? Tell me so, then, for I have great need of being sustained by you in my hard and cruel resolutions. Don't you see, nothing is ever done in the time I assign for things. If LA COMEDIE HUMAINE is notven over to               j
